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The new Cold Storage Automation project at empirical has 

hit some unexpected and unforeseeable roadblocks.  The 

official start date has been moved back from the end of 

July to roughly the middle of August.  Although we haven’t 

been able to work on the project, Matt Lacek has been in 

close contact with the project managers, engineers, and 

supervisors to make sure we have everything lined up and 

ready to go when we are given the green light to start 

working.  Make sure to stay tuned for project updates and 

pictures as we get ready to start this project.   

Westfalia Cold Storage 

 Automation Update 
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Jay Welte would like to let 

everyone know they are 

doing a great job!  He 

would like to thank 

everyone for staying calm 

and collective and 

stepping up to get 

everything done.   

 
Matt Lacek and Jay Welte 

would like to give props to 

Davin McCauley for his 

great job done stepping up 

into his new temporary 

role.  

 
Davin McCauley would like 

to give a shout out to 

Josias Walker on the great 

job he does as their parts 

guy. 
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Although things are still slow due to COVID-19, our crews at the 

South Sioux City empirical site are managing to keep themselves 

busy.  We are still following all the proper policies and 

procedures that have been put into place due to COVID-19. 

Although we only have a couple BIG projects to work on, we do 

have numerous smaller projects that are keeping us busy.  Jay 

Welte and his crew have been working on setting up some 

temporary panels to send down to our crew in Kansas.  While 

Davin McCauley and his crew are getting ready to tackle our 

new chip compressors project. 

Hopefully soon we will be done dealing with COVID-19 and we 

can get back to a normal schedule, but for now, our crews are 

enjoying the slower paced work weeks knowing that soon it will 

pick back up.   

South Sioux City Empirical Update 

 

Austin Wilcox 

working on power 

carts 

Michael Gustavson 

working on an 

ammonia 

compressor 

John Sackett 

working on a 

power 

distribution panel 

Lance 

Derochie 

working on the 

office remodel 

Randy Berke 

working on some 

instrumentation 
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We are excited to announce that we hope to be breaking ground 

on the new site sometime in August!! 

What has seemed like a slow couple of months for Russ Steffen and 

his crew has finally started to pick back up as they are back working 

four days on and three days off.   Crews have been working on 

boring in the main sewer lines which we will be using for the 

temporary power for the new site.  Once the main sewer lines are 

bore in, the city will be able to pull in the temporary medium voltage 

cable.  Russ and his crew have been working on demoing out 

conduit in the engine room and accumulator pit.  Also, they used a 

big areal lift to help them gain access and pull roughly 2,000 feet of 

3” conduit off the outside of the building.   

There are big things on the horizon for the crew down in Kansas so 

stay tuned! 

Kansas Update 
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Russ would like to thank his 

crew for bearing with him as 

we work towards this big 

endeavor.  He promises he is 

not lying, and it will happen!   

Matt Johnston wiring 

up outlets in the new 

break room. 

Matt Johnston, Lynn Fuchs, and Trevor Johnston pulling 

3” conduit off the outside of the building 
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Wisner – Pilger School 

Addition Update 

In less than one month, school will be starting which 

means we are that much closer to our deadline on the 

Wisner-Pilger Career and Technical Education Addition 

and Remodel.  Jim Peterson and Eric Norton have 

been busy working on getting the rooftop units wired 

up for the startup.  They have also been able to start 

hanging lights in the addition now that some of the 

painting is done and once it is completely finished, we 

will be able to install the fire alarm devices.  Soon after 

that is complete, Jim and Eric will be switching their 

focus to hanging lights and fire alarms in the remodel 

area.  Also, they hope to get into the woodshop soon 

so they can start demo of the existing electrical, run 

new conduit, hang lights, and install devices.  

Jim has done a great job staying in constant 

communication with everyone about any changes or 

problems that they encounter.  We are happy to have 

him as part of our team! 
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Paving being poured by the Career 
and Technical Education Addition 

Paint booth area 
completely framed up 

STAY TUNED 

FOR THE 

COMPLETION 

OF THIS 

PROJECT! 
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Assembly Building Update 

Our crew of Mark Wendt, Lyle Ostermyer, Tanner 

Ehlers, and Cole Forbey are staying right on track on 

the new addition to the Assembly Building at 

empirical.  They are hoping to have our portion of this 

project complete in a little over a month.  They still 

need to wire up the rooftop units, work on some 

retro-fit lighting, and start work in the new breakroom 

area.  

Mark has been incredibly pleased with how his crew 

has shown up ready to work with positive attitudes 

and taken this project by the horns to get it done! 

Stay tuned as we work towards wrapping this project 

up. 

 

Mark would like to give a shout out to Tanner for 

stepping up and taking on more roles which has 

helped Mark be able to better schedule and 

layout work for the following days! 

New LED lighting, racking, 

and parts mezzanine in the 

Assembly Addition 

A view down the aisles of the 

parts mezzanine showing the 

new lighting. 

New LED lighting and 

one of the overhead 

cranes in the Assembly 

Addition 
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Siouxland Expo Update 

 
We are starting to see the light at the end of the tunnel 

on the Siouxland Expo project.  With just a few short 

weeks left, Marty Poston and his crew are working 

diligently to get all of their tasks complete.  They still 

have work left to do in the elevator area, as well as 

some fire alarm work.  They also need to put up the 

outside light poles and do some work on the exterior 

building lighting.  Once those tasks are complete, they 

will finish up any miscellaneous punch list items and put 

the finishing touches on everything.  We are proud to 

be a part of this great project.  Stay tuned for final 

updates and pictures as this project comes to an end! 

Marty would like to give a big 

thanks to his crew for working 

hard to get this job wrapped 

up in a timely manner.  

He wants them to know that 

there is light at the end of the 

tunnel so keep your heads 

up and keep pushing 

forward. 

Nate Gill 

installing 

fire alarm 

devices 

Rock 

Climbing 

wall area 

Front patio 
Main arena space 
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Trinity “Caught Ya” Awards 

“Atta Boy” to Chad Peters, Randy Berke, and 

Mitch Ehlers on how safe and professional they 

were while pulling feeders into an energized 

transformer. 

Hugh shout out to Nikki Prevail 

for being a quick learner 

working on lighting controls.  

Marty gave her little instruction 

on how to terminate the RJ-45 

connectors and ran her 

through the lighting prints and 

she took it from there!  Great 

Job! 

“WATTS HAPPENING” 

Great 
Job! 

“PEOPLE FORGET HOW FAST YOU DID 

A JOB – BUT THEY REMEMBER HOW 

WELL YOU DID IT.” 

  -HOWARD W. NEWTON 

- L

A

M

O

R

E

U

X 

 



 

INTEGRITY ♦ INNOVATION ♦ PROFESSIONALISM ♦ DEDICATION ♦ SAFETY 

 
  

   

Page 8 

Educational Updates 

Upcoming Training Schedule: 

August 7th 

Test Prep Class 7:00-10:30 

Basic 101 Class 11:30-3:30 

Revela  8:00-10:30 

August 14th 

Test Prep Class 7:00-10:30 

Basic 101 Class 11:30-3:30 

August 21st  

Test Prep Class 7:00-10:30 

Basic 101 Class 11:30-3:30  

Revela  8:00-19:30 

August 28th 

Test Prep Class 7:00-10:30 

Basic 101 Class 11:30-3:30 

 
*Training schedule is subject to change* 

 
 
 

Toolbox Topic 
8/6/2020 Safe use of hand tools 

8/13/2020 Safe material handling 

8/20/2020 Fire Extinguishers 

8/27/2020 Scaffold safety 

 

Excellence in Action 
8/6/2020 Humble confidence 

8/13/2020 Do what you say you’ll do 

8/20/2020 Find solutions rather than 

faults 

8/27/2020 Expectations set, 

understood, agreed 

upon, and met 

 

“WATTS HAPPENING” 

We are coming to the end of our first successful year 

of TrinityU at the end of August.   

The Basic 101 Class has been wrapping up their 

lessons and revisiting areas they want more 

information on.  They have been focusing on series 

parallel circuits, box filled calculations, conduit filled 

calculations, and basics of electricity in preparation 

for their final exam coming up. 

The Test Prep Class has been working on PLC’s, 

programming PLC’s, and basic motor controls. 

We will start our next year the first week of 

September.  Marty will be getting books ordered and 

getting in contact with those eligible for the class 

shortly.   

“I WOULD PUT OUR PEOPLE UP AGAINST ANYBODY ELSE OUT THERE, PERSON 

FOR PERSON, AND SAY LET’S GO, LET’S SEE WHO’S GOT THE BEST TEAM.  AND 

I’M NOT WORRIED ABOUT IT AT ALL, IT DOESN’T WORRY ME AT ALL, I PROMISE 

YOU THAT WE’LL HANG WITH ANYBODY OUT THERE.” 

-GREGG LAMOREUX 
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BIRTHDAYS 
Zac Eyer 2nd  

Matt Lacek 3rd 

Lynn Fuchs 28th 

 

WORK ANNIVERSARIES 
Jason Ehlers  1 year 

Austin Wilcox  1 year 

Raymundo Oropeza 2 years 

Davin McCauley 6 years 

Dustin Behrens  7 years 
 

 
 
 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Russell “Russ” Steffen is a foreman 

at Trinity Electric.  He has been with 

Trinity Electric since 2013 and has 

been in the electrical trade since 

1998.    

Russ graduated from Remsen 

Union High School and went on to 

Northwest Iowa Community 

College where he received a 

degree in Industrial and 

Commercial Wiring.  Russ served in 

the military for 21 years and 4 

months and he retired a 1st 

Sergeant.   

When asked why he likes working 

at Trinity Electric, he stated, “It feels 

like working with family, but in a 

good way”. 

Russ is married to his wife, Gina and 

they have three kids, Garrett, 

Connor, and Kylee.  

In his free time, Russ likes to do 

wood working, go hunting and 

fishing, play video games with his 

children, and spend time with his 

family.   

 

“CLIENTS DO NOT COME FIRST.  

EMPLOYEES COME FIRST. 

IF YOU TAKE CARE OF YOUR 

EMPLOYEES, THEY WILL TAKE CARE OF 

THE CLIENTS.” 

   -RICHARD BRANSON 

Congrats to John 

Sackett on getting 

his Iowa 

Journeyman’s 

License!! 
 

“WATTS HAPPENING” 
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LMS CASH PRIZES  

 
Big shout out to those who earned some extra cash by 

completing LMS classes during the month of June!! 

 

Nicole Baker - $120 

Randy Berke - $200 

Jason Ehlers - $160 

Matt Lacek - $200 

Eric Norton - $80 

Chad Peters - $200 

Marty Poston - $200 
 

 

“WATTS HAPPENING” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Trinity Electric 30 for 20 

The first OSHA 30 Drawing / Family Picnic has been 

rescheduled for Thursday, August 20th.  The event will start at 

2:00 PM with the drawing taking place at 3:30 PM. 

Prize: $1,000   

Eligibility: Complete OSHA 30 Certification by July 31st.  You 

must be present to win.  

Families are welcome to join!  There will be food, 

refreshments, games, and much more!!  The event will take 

place outside in our parking lot and shop area so there will 

be plenty of space for social distancing if you so choose.  Of 

course, this is all subject to change depending on the what 

the status of COVID-19 is at that time.   

Please RSVP to the office by August 10th!  

 
First Aid / CPR Class 

Has been rescheduled to 8/24/2020 from 1:00-5:00 at IBC, 

617 Water Street, Sioux City.  Please contact the office to 

sign up. 

 


